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Living apart from a parent can be a hard adjustment for kids. And, if that parent remarries and has

stepchildren, things can get really confusing. Told from a young boy's point of view, this book

addresses many feelings and questions that children may have while adjusting to remarriage and a

blended family after their parents' divorce.
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Dad always called him "Little Buddy." He really wasn't little, but when things started to change it

became very difficult for him to cope. Little Buddy and his brother used to split their time with both

their Mom and Dad when they were divorced, but when their mother married Tom they had to make

a "hard choice." The boys decided they would stay with their Dad during the week and stay with

their Mom "every other weekend." Now that was a difficult decision, one that neither one of them

would get used to anytime soon because now they had two stepsisters, Erin and Amy.Little Buddy's

brother seemed to be adjusting, but the sour look on his own face told a different story. It was hard

not to think about Mom when he was home nestled in his own bed. He imagined that she was

singing Twinkle to those new girls and it made him very upset. The next day he was very grumpy

and began to act out. Little Buddy passed when it was his turn to read, he shoved his "partner at the

drinking fountain," he threw things at a little kid and even punched "Zoey Enos in the arm." He knew



he was in big trouble when the teacher called his Dad. He didn't usually act like that, but what was

going on and how could everyone help? Did his Mom love those girls more than him? Was anything

ever going to get better?This story about a blended family will strike a cord with many people. The

story and the lengthy "Note to Parents" in the back of the book by Jan Annunziata, PsyD, a clinical

psychologist, may help parents deal with difficulties their young children may be experiencing. The

note starts out by saying that "parental divorce is a major stress and challenge for children of any

age.
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